
Back to School 2026
 Osaka JALT's 16th annual spring conference on language teaching & learning

 Sunday, April 26th, at Osaka Jogakuin University
Time Room 207 Room 208 Room 209 Amphitheater Room 308 (3rd floor)

9:15 Registration opens from 9:15 on 2nd floor

9:45 - 10:00
Zoe Barber, Claire Murray, & Daniel 

Chesmore - Welcome & Getting Published in the 
Osaka JALT Journal

10:00 - 10:25 Thomas Robb - Simplifying text to your 
learners' level with AI

10:35 - 11:00

Peter Lutes -  Designing and Managing 
Successful Student Internships: Strategy, 

Support, and Risk Management

Wade Muncil - 
The Science and Practice of Kindness

Olivia Allanson - Pronunciation Support: 
Bridging the Rhythm gap between English and 

Japanese

11:10 - 11:35
Thomas Peet - Why Do Students Switch to 
Japanese? Student Perspectives on Code 

Switching in EFL Classrooms

Malcolm Harding - Cambridge English Journeys 
for Students, Teachers and School Success

POSTERS: Zoe Barber - Not just 'distracted': 
Supporting ADHD learners in the language 
classroom, Oliver Cakebread-Andrews & Zoe 
Barber - Bridging the gap: Teaching critical 
evaluation skills to digital native students, Lewis 
MacLeod - NEST and JTE Synergy in Secondary 
Immersion: A Case Study of Collaborative 
Success, David McCurrach - A Hybrid Model for 
Understanding Technological Transformation in 
Education, William Patton - Novel Phonological 
Awareness and Differentiated Learning Strategies, 
James Rankin - From Research to Performance: 
Structured AI Integration in TBLT, Drew Sanford - 
Global Studies: A Content-Based Course for the 
Modern Era, Manami Sato - Using Acronyms to 
Support DEI Awareness in EFL Classrooms,

11:45 - 12: 10

Manuel Avenido, Mike Lawrence Ratunil, 
& Margarette Anne Fraser - Teaching How 

to Edit and Rehearse English Oral 
Presentations with AI

Hiroki Konishi - Japanese University 
Students’ Attitudes Toward English Diversity

Abram Leon - International connections: Online 
exchange between Japanese and Filipino 

students

12:15 - 12:30
Christopher Andrews - What Constitutes 
Ethical AI Use in EFL Writing? Teacher and 

Student Perspectives (15-min)

Andy Rushton - Helping EFL Students 
Produce Longer Speaking Turns 

 (15-min)

Joshua Cohen - Exercise Snacks and Sustained 
Attention in L2 Learning 

 (15-min)

12:30 - 13:15 LUNCH BREAK: Please bring a bento and eat in the cafeteria, outside at one of the 
picnic tables, or in any of the classrooms except for 209 (amphitheater).

Shoes off, and no food or drink other 
than water in 209 amphitheater please! Displays by JALT's Materials Writers SIG, the 

General Union, Cambridge Centre, & 
Tryalogue Education near reception 

throughout the day.
13:15 - 13:40 Stuart McLean - A Free Online and In-

Person Vocabulary Program

13:50 - 14:15 Arthur Lauritsen - The Numbers Game Thomas Legge - Preparing Students for 
English Challenges on Working Holidays

Daniel Chesmore - Narrative Elements and 
Ludic Pedagogy in Debate Exercises

POSTERS: Paul Dickinson - The effects of ER 
on reading attitudes: a review of the research, 
Allan Harrison - Attitudes and Perspectives of 
Japanese Eikaiwa Teachers, Samia Haseeb 
Khan, Kitiphong Inthaxay & David Wybenga - 
Hanafuda cards help teach seasons, culture, 
strategy, memory, and probability through play, 
David Lees & Scot Matsuo - PDF-Materials: 
Creation, Deployment, and Stakeholder 
Perspectives, Regulus Miranda - Improving 
presentations through performative skill instruction 
and guided practice: a proposal for action 
research, Tomotaka Shiroyama & Gwen Shail - 
Drawing Teacher Identity: Visualising Multilingual 
Voices in ELT, Masako Sugie - Empowering 
Learners: Competency Development Through 
Student-Led Activities in a Self-Access Center, 
Krystle Wright - Those who teach, learn: Teacher 
Training and Development in Jamaica and Japan

14:25 - 14:50 John Carle - Designing ESL materials for 
motivation, accountability, and cooperation

Owen Kozlowski - Accountable sausage-
making: AI-integrated process writing for the 

language classroom

Deepti Mishiro - Learners use embodied cues to 
manage emerging interactional trouble during 

pair interaction

15:00 - 15:25 Tim B. Green - The Neuroscience of Using 
Effective Reinforcement in Any Classroom

Manami Sato - From Student Interests to 
Classroom Materials: AI in ESP Course 

Design

Cameron Romney - I don’t think that word 
means what you think it means

15:35 - 16:00 Camilo Villanueva - Creative writing 
activities for the EFL classroom

Alexander Sheffrin - Financial Planning and 
Investing Basics for Students and Teachers

Christopher Regier - Reimagining dictation: A 
creative use of student-selected media in EFL

Alexandra Serebriakoff - Streamlining Google 
Classroom: Let’s automate your admin.

16:10 - 16:35

Gordon Clark & Alex Harris - 
Language, Culture, and Community: 

Designing Impactful Co-curricular Visits for 
English-learning Students

Julia Kimura & Elisabeth Fernandes - 
Revisiting engagement: New twists on 

familiar tasks

Paul Goldberg - Links: Merging Extensive 
Reading and Task Based Learning for 
Meaningful Language Development

Thomas Legge, Alexandra Serebriakoff, Yoko 
Yaku, & Tsugoku Tatsumi - Discussing cultural 

and language assumptions in speaking tests: from 
English to Japanese

16:45 - 17:10
Anthony Walsh - Factors Influencing a One-

Week International Fieldwork Programme 
(15-min)

Andrew Blaker - Training Open Source Models - 
Fine-tuning Existing Models for Specific 

Language Level Output

Samia Haseeb Khan & Kitiphong Inthaxay - 
Fill in the Lyrics:  Learning through Music 🎶

17:15 - 17:30

Krithika Ganesan - Star of the week: 
Encouraging participation in speaking 
classes through positive reinforcement

 (15-min)

Shiori Hidaka - Japanese University English 
Instructors' Practice and Perceptions of Game-

Based Learning
 (15-min)

Kitiphong Inthaxay & Samia Haseeb Khan - 
Building survival English skills

 (15-min)

17:30 - 17:40 Bob Sanderson -
 Wrap-up & reflections

17:40 - 18:00 Clean-up and be out by 18:00

18:30 - 21:00 Dinner party at Asushoku restaurant near Morinomiya station

Legend:

College/University Pre-K - High School Various Contexts

Jr High School and Above Poster Presentations


